
Landscaping & Gardening:

M
inim

ize the need for pesticides by
choosing plant species that are
resistant to insects and disease.
Landscaping w

ith native plant
species w

orks best.  Provide habitats for birds, bats,
toads, etc. that prey on insect pests. Introduce praying
m

antises, lacew
ings, ladybugs, and other pest-eaters

to your garden.

D
o not over-apply pesticides and fertilizers. Follow

directions and use judiciously. Pull w
eeds by hand

w
hen possible!

Try “xeriscaping” your hom
e w

ith low
-w

ater-
consum

ption plants.  Save yourself tim
e, m

oney and
w

ater! Find m
ore inform

ation on xeriscaping at:
• Colorado Springs U

tilities, X
eriscape D

em
onstration

G
arden - w

w
w

.csu.org/xeri/
• W

hat Is X
eriscape? w

w
w

.xeriscape.org

D
o not over-w

ater the law
n or garden. O

ver-w
atering

m
ay increase leaching of fertilizers to ground and

surface w
ater.

W
hen your law

n or garden needs w
atering, use slow

-
w

atering techniques such as trickle irrigation or
soaker hoses. Such devices reduce runoff, and are
m

ore effective than sprinklers.

W
hen you m

ow
, set the blades to cut the grass tw

o or
three inches high. M

ost grasses are healthiest at this
height, and this also helps control w

eeds. M
ow

 often,
and leave the clippings on the ground. They w

ill help
keep m

oisture in, and provide nutrients to the soil as
they decom

pose.

C
om

post your leaves, grass clippings, and garden
w

aste. C
om

posting is easy and can be very
inexpensive - no sophisticated equipm

ent is needed.
For m

ore inform
ation, see O

hio EPA
’s C

om
posting: A

C
itizen's G

uide to the Proper D
isposal of Leaves and

O
ther O

rganic M
aterials at w

w
w

.epa.state.oh.us/pic/
facts/com

post.htm
l.

C
ontrol soil erosion on your property by planting

ground cover and stabilizing erosion-prone areas.

Painting:

D
o not allow

 liquid paint products and
w

astes to drain into the gutter, street
and storm

 drains.

C
hoose w

ater-based paints (such as latex) instead of
oil-based.

Save unused paint m
aterials for a local household

hazardous w
aste collection event, or reuse leftover

paints w
henever possible.  A

lso, m
any local theater/

perform
ance groups and school art departm

ents w
ill

take unused and leftover paint.

For m
ore inform

ation:

The O
hio EPA

 D
ivision of Surface W

ater’s Storm
 W

ater
Program

 im
plem

ents the federal storm
 w

ater program
 for

both industry and m
unicipalities.  (614) 644-2001 or

w
w

w
.epa.state.oh.us/dsw

The O
hio EPA

 O
ffice of Pollution Prevention.

(614) 644-3469 or w
w

w
.epa.state.oh.us/opp

Printed on recycled and recyclable paper with soy-based inks

Storm
 W

ater
Pollution Prevention

for the H
om

e

Prepared by:  O
hio EPA, O

ffice of Pollution Prevention and D
ivision

of Surface W
ater, P.O

. Box 1049, C
olum

bus, O
H

.  43216-1049
O

hio EPA is an Equal O
pportunity Em

ployer.



W
hat is Storm

W
ater Runoff?

In open fields,
forests, and
w

etlands, m
ost rain

is absorbed by the
soil or taken up by
plants and trees.  In

developed areas, rain or snow
 that falls on im

perm
eable

roofs, parking lots, streets, and law
ns is not absorbed.

This precipitation (called storm
 w

ater or storm
 w

ater
runoff) enters local w

ater bodies through storm
 sew

er
system

s.

W
hat is Storm

 W
ater Pollution?

A
ccording to U

.S. EPA
 N

ational W
ater Q

uality
Inventory, polluted storm

 w
ater runoff is a leading cause

of im
pairm

ent to U
.S. w

ater bodies that do not m
eet

w
ater quality standards —

 nearly 40 percent of those
surveyed.  This discharge can destroy fish, w

ildlife, and
aquatic life habitats; lessen aesthetic value; and threaten
public health w

ith contam
inated food, drinking w

ater
supplies, and recreational w

aterw
ays.

U
nlike pollution from

 sew
age treatm

ent plants, storm
w

ater pollution com
es from

 m
any different sources.

Storm
 w

ater runoff can dissolve, pick up and transport
m

any types of household products that cause this
pollution.  A

utom
otive w

aste, law
n chem

icals, paints, and
eroded soil are all pollutants.  M

any types of litter can
create storm

 w
ater pollution, as w

ell.

Storm
 W

ater Pollution Prevention Tips —
W

hat Can You D
o?

General Inform
ation:

N
ever allow

 any chem
icals, yard w

astes, or any other
m

aterials to be w
ashed dow

n or put into storm
 drains.

These drains m
ay bypass the w

astew
ater treatm

ent
plant and go directly to lakes or rivers.

If you m
ust buy an item

 that is potentially hazardous,
be sure to buy only as m

uch as you need, and follow
the instructions on the label for proper use, storage,
and disposal.  Save unused m

aterials for a local
household hazardous w

aste collection
event.  For m

ore inform
ation, contact your

local solid w
aste m

anagem
ent district.

For district contact inform
ation, visit the

O
hio EPA

 D
ivision of Solid and

Infectious W
aste M

anagem
ent W

eb site at
w

w
w

.epa.state.oh.us/dsiw
m

/ or call (614) 644-2621.

U
se a garbage can for trash, and recycle reusable

m
aterials.  Im

properly discarded trash m
ay be carried

by runoff into the storm
 sew

er.

N
ever allow

 roof gutters to drain directly to the street
or storm

 sew
er.  A

llow
 drainage from

 the roof to flow
over your law

n instead.

A
uto m

aintenance:

A
utom

obile fluids from
 leaks or

m
aintenance changes are

another source of w
ater

pollution.  Each year
A

m
ericans dum

p enough used oil in landfills to equal
approxim

ately 13 spills the size of the Exxon V
aldez

spill in Prince W
illiam

 Sound! Even m
ore oil is

disposed of illegally.  M
uch of this oil eventually

finds its w
ay into our w

ater.  N
ever put used oil or

other chem
icals dow

n storm
 drains or in drainage

ditches. O
ne quart of oil can contam

inate up to tw
o

m
illion gallons of drinking w

ater!

C
lean up spilled brake fluid, oil, grease, and

antifreeze w
ith kitty litter or other absorbant m

aterial.
D

o not hose them
 into the street w

here they can
eventually reach
local stream

s and
lakes.

If you cannot have
your car’s oil or
antifreeze changed at
a com

m
ercial facility, be sure to carefully collect all

of the used oil or antifreeze in a proper container w
ith

a tight fitting cap, and deliver it to a service or
recycling center w

ith the oil filter.  C
all the O

hio
Environm

ent H
otline at 1-800-C

LEA
N

U
P for the

nearest collection center for your used autom
otive

fluids, or contact your local solid w
aste m

anagm
ent

district.

W
ash your car only w

hen necessary; use a bucket to
save w

ater. W
ash you car on a grassy area so the

ground can filter the w
ater.  O

r, go to a com
m

ercial
car w

ash that uses w
ater efficiently and disposes of

runoff properly.


